Natural History Notes

BUFOTES BOULENGERI (African Green
Toad): NEW REPRODUCTIVE POPUL-
ATION IN TUNISIA. To date, extensive data
on the amphibians of Tunisia are available in
Sicilia et al. (2009), with six species of anurans:
Discoglossus pictus Otth, 1837; Bufo spinosus
(Daudin, 1803); Amietophrynus mauritanicus
(Schlegel, 1841); Bufotes boulengeri (Lataste,
1879); Hyla meridionalis Boettger, 1874 and
Pelophylax saharicus (Boulenger in Hartert,
1913). The African green toad, Bufotes
boulengeri (Lataste, 1879) is a species
distributed in North Africa, from western
Morocco to eastern Egypt (Nabil et al., 2011;
Stock et al., 2006, 2008). This species has been
considered for many years as Bufo viridis
Laurenti, 1768 (Beukema et al., 2013; Bons &
Geniez, 1996; Geniez et al. 2004; Schleich et al.
1996).

B. boulengeri prefers open landscapes, is
very resistant to salinity and undergoes
opportunistic reproductive phenology in
ephemeral humid habitats, in order to adjust to
the scarce water resources in desert conditions
(Beukema et al., 2013; Filippi et al., 2011). This
note reports on a newly discovered population
at sea level, at an beach on the coastline south
of the town of Hammamet, in the northeast
region of Tunisia (36° 21” 33” N and 10° 31’
59” E). During our field survey of 6 to 9
September 2008 a high density of B. boulengeri
was observed in the wet grass in the resorts of
Hammamet. The specimens were photographed
at night (Fig. 1). The presence of only adults
near the beach in late summer supports the idea
of a second reproductive phase in Tunisia, as
advocated by Filippi et al. (2011).

The population trends and dynamics of B.
boulengeri in Tunisia are unknown though this
species is assessed as Least Concern (LC) by
TUCN. The main threat over much of the range
appears to be the loss of breeding habitats.
Although the species is locally abundant to the
south of Hammamet, the extensive construction
of buildings along the coastline could negatively
affect population persistence. Further surveys
along the entire coastline of the Gulf of
Hammamet are recommended.
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Figure 1. B. boulengeri gathered on 8 September, at
19 UTC.

REFERENCES

Beukema,W., De Pous, P., Donaire-Barroso, D.,
Bogaerts, S., Garcia-Porta, J., Escoriza, D.,
Arribas, O.J., El Mouden, E.H. & Carranza,
S. (2013) Review of the systematics,
distribution, biogeography and natural
history of Moroccan amphibians. Zootaxa
3661 (1): 1-60.

Bons. J & Geniez, P. (1996) Anfibios y Reptiles
de Marruecos (incluyendo el Sahara
Occidental): Atlas Biogeografico. Barcelona,
Asociacion Herpetologica Espariola: 319
pp.

Filippi, E., Chetoui, A., D’ Alterio, G.L., Parker,
G. & Woodfine, T. (2011) Bufo boulengeri:
field observations on breeding phenology at
a new Saharan site in Southern Tunisia.
Herpetology Notes 4: 215-217.

Geniez, P., Mateo, J.A., Geniez, M. & Pether, J.
(2004) The Amphibians and Reptiles of
Western Sahara: An Atlas and Field Guide.
Frankfurt am Maim, Chimaira, 228 pp.

Nabil A., Sarra, F., Slim, B-Y., Merella, P. &
Khaled, S. (2011) Morphological Variation
of the African Green Toad, Bufo boulengeri

33



(Amphibia: Anura) in Tunisia. Pakistan
Journal of Zoology 43 (5): 921-926.

Schleich, H.H., Kistle, W. & Kabisch, K.
(1996) Amphibians and Reptiles of North
Africa. Koenigstein, Koeltz Scientifica
Publishers, 630 pp.

Sicilia, A., Marrone, F., Sindaco, R., Turki, S. &
Arculeo, M. (2009) Contribution to the
knowledge of Tunisian amphibians: notes on
distribution, habitat features and breeding
phenology. Herpetology Notes 2: 107-132.

Stock, M., Moritz, C., Hickerson, M., Frynta,
D., Dujsebayeva, T., Eremchenko, V.,
Macey, R., Papenfuss, T.J. & Wake, D.
(2006). Evolution of mitochondrial
relationships and biogeography of Paleartic
green toads (Bufo viridis subgroup) with
insights in their genomic plasticity.

34

Natural History Notes

Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 41:
663-689.

Stock, M., Sicilia, A., Belfiore, N.M., Buckley,
D., Lo Brutto, S., Lo Valvo, M. & Arculeo,
M. (2008). Evolutionary relationships across
the Sicilian channel: Mitochondrial and
nuclear markers link a new green toad from
Sicily to ancient African relatives. BMC
Evolutionary Biology 8: 56.

Submitted by: JOAQUIN MARQUEZ-
RODRIGUEZ, Department of Physical,
Chemical and Natural Systems. University
Pablo de Olavide (Seville, Spain). Ctra. de
Utrera km. 1. E-41013 Seville, Spain.
Corresponding author: jmarrodl@admon.upo.
es.

Herpetological Bulletin 127 (2014)



