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Report of red-eared slider turtle (Trachemys scripta elegans)
from a wetland near Kolkata, West Bengal, India
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he natural distribution range of the red-eared slider

turtle, Trachemys scripts elegans (Wied-Neuwied,
1839), includes south-eastern USA and north-eastern
Mexico (Van Dijk et al., 2012). Historical records date
back to early 1950s when the species was reported to be
introduced by the pet trade into Ontario, Canada (Lamond,
1994). It rapidly became a commonly sold turtle all
over the world. Over 52 million 7. scripta elegans were
exported by the pet trade from USA to foreign pet trade
markets during 1989-1997 (Telecky, 2001) and more than
23 million during 1998-2002 (Schlaepfer et al., 2005).
France alone imported 4,238,809 young turtles between
1985 and 1994, with a maximum of 1,878,809 in 1989-
1990 (Warwick, 1991). Owners unable to house them
when they reach large size simply released them. This
practice has been noted in Europe (Warwick, 1991), Africa
(Newberry, 1984), Asia (De Silva & Blasco, 1995; Moll,
1995; Warwick, 1991) and Australia (Ramsay et al., 2007).
In 2013, a shipment of as many as 10,000 hatchlings of
T. scripta elegans was seized at the Kolkata International
Airport, West Bengal, India by the Customs department
which was being smuggled into India (Mukherjee, 2013),
highlighting the magnitude of 7. scripta elegans being
brought into India. Here we report on 7. scripta elegans
from a water body in the Rajarhat wetlands of Kolkata,
India.

The Rajarhat wetlands (22°60°32” N, 88°47°38”
E, WGS 84, elev. 1 m) is situated in North 24 Parganas
district, West Bengal, India. On 19 August, 2015, ca.07:45
h, an adult T. scripta elegans, (Fig. 1), of about 10 inch in
total length, was observed basking on a mound of floating
dead vegetation in a water body at Rajarhat wetlands.
When approached it retreated quickly into water. This is
the first photographic evidence of the species having been
introduced into the water bodies of West Bengal, India. It
is likely to be an abandoned pet rather than an escapee.

Trachemys scripta elegans has already been reported
from Gomati Talab, Gujarat (Vyas, 2015) and Goa,
India (Jadhav et al., 2018). Pupins (2007) mentions its
introduction in India but gives no details of localities. Also
in the Rajarhat wetlands the present authors have recorded
the Indian flapshell turtle (Lissemys punctata andersoni),
a species that throughout most of its range is under threat
from habitat loss, and human consumption of both eggs and

Figure 1. Red-eared slider turtle (T. s. elegans) photographed
while basking in the Rajarhat Wetlands, Kolkata, West Bengal,
India. The specimen appears to be seriously injured with a deep
crack in the carapace and the rear left leg oddly distended.

meat (Purkayastha et al., 2015). A further potential threat
is that T. scripta elegans may compete with it for food,
basking sites or breeding habitats as it apparently does with
the European pond turtle, Emys orbicularis (Cadi & Joly,
2003; Cadi & Joly, 2004; Polo-Cavia et al., 2008). Other
than being a threat to native turtle species, introduced 7.
scripta elegans are also known to affect the native aquatic
vegetation, arthropods and molluscs (Prévot-Julliard et
al., 2007; Teillac-Deschamps et al., 2009) and transmit
diseases (Hidalgo-Vila et al., 2008). We suggest that the
Department of Forest, Government of West Bengal should
initiate a survey in the Rajarhat wetlands to establish
whether action to eliminate slider turtles is needed and if
so whether it is practical.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We thank Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum for
archiving our photograph under: Photographic voucher, Lee
Kong Chian Natural History Museum, National University
of Singapore, ZRC(IMG) 2.392. We also thank Lonnie
McCaskill (IUCN Crocodile Specialist Group, Co Chair East
and Southeast Asia Board, Turtle Survival Alliance, Wildlife
Conservation Society) for verifying the turtle species.

Herpetological Bulletin 146 (2018) 41



Anirban Chaudhuiri et al.

REFERENCES

Cadi, A. & Joly, P. (2003). Competition for basking
places between the endangered European pond turtle
(Emys orbicularis galloitalica) and the introduced red-
eared slider (Trachemys scripta elegans). Canadian
Journal of Zoology 81: 1392-1398.

Cadi, A. & Joly, P. (2004). Impact of the introduction
of the red-eared slider (Trachemys scripta elegans)
on survival rates of the European pond turtle (Emys
orbicularis). Biodiversity and Conservation 13: 2511-
2518.

De Silva, E. & Blasco, M. (1995). Trachemys scripta
elegans in south-western Spain. Herpetological Review
26: 133-134.

Hidalgo-Vila, J., Diaz-Paniagua, C., Perez-Santigosa,
N., De Frutos-Escobar, C. & Herrero-Herrero, A. (2008).
Salmonella in free-living exotic and native turtles and in
pet exotic turtles from SW Spain. Research In Veterinary
Science 85: 449-452.

Jadhav, T.D., Sawant N.S. & Shyama S.K. (2018).
Diversity and distribution of freshwater turtles (Reptilia:
Testudines) in Goa, India. Journal of Threatened Taxa
10: 12194-12202.

Lamond, W.G. (1994). The reptiles and amphibians of
the Hamilton area: an Historical Summary and the
results of the Hamilton Herpetofaunal atlas. Hamilton
naturalists’ Club, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada.

Moll, E.O. (1995). The turtle Trachemys scripta and the
pet trade. Aliens 2: 3.

Mukherjee, K. (2013). Turtle that inspired Ninja
cartoon smuggled as pet. The Times of India. Retrieved
from: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/
Turtle-that-inspired-Ninja-cartoon-smuggled-as-pet/
articleshow/21178481.cms

Newberry, R. (1984). The American red-eared terrapin
in South Africa. African Wildlife 38: 186-189.

Polo-Cavia, N., Lépez, P. & Martin, J. (2008).
Interspecific differences in responses to predation
risk may confer competitive advantages to invasive
freshwater turtle species. Ethology 114: 115-123.

Prévot-Julliard, A.C., Gousset, E., Archinard, C., Cadi,
A. & Girondot, M. (2007). Pets and invasion risks: is the
slider turtle strictly carnivorous? Amphibia-Reptilia 28:
139-143.

Pupins, M. (2007). First report on recording of the
invasive species Trachemys scripta elegans, a
potential competitor of Emys orbicularis in Latvia.
Acta Universitatis Latviensis Biology 723: 37-46.

Purkayastha, J., Das, 1. & Sengupta, S. (2015).
Freshwater Turtles & Tortoises of South Asia. Bhabani
Books. 114 pp.

Ramsay, N.F., Ng, PK.A., O’Riordan, R.M. & Chou, L.M.
(2007). The red-eared slider (Trachemys scripta elegans)
in Asia: a review. In Biological Invaders in Inland
Waters: Profiles, Distribution, and Threats. Springer
Netherlands. 161-174 pp.

Schlaepfer, M.A., Hoover, C. & Dodd, C.K. (2005).
Challenges in evaluating the impact of the trade in
amphibians and reptiles on wild populations. AIBS
Bulletin 55: 256-264.

Teillac-Deschamps, P., Lorrilliere, R., Servais, V., Delmas,
V.,Cadi, A. & Prévot-Julliard, A.C. (2009). Management
strategies in urban green spaces: models based on an
introduced exotic pet turtle. Biological Conservation 142:
2258-2269.

Telecky, T.M. (2001). United States import and export of
live turtles and tortoises. Turtle and Tortoise Newsletter 4:
8-13.

Van Dijk, PP., Iverson, J.B., Shaffer, H.B., Bour, R. &
Rhodin, A.GJ. (2012). Turtles of the world, 2012 up-
date: annotated checklist of taxonomy, synonymy,
distribution, and conservation status. in: Rhodin,
A.GJ., Pritchard, P.C.H., Van Dijk, PP. & Saumure,
R.A., Buhlmann, K.A., Iverson, J.B. & Mitter-Meier,
R.A. (eds.): Conservation biology of freshwater turtles
and tortoises: a compilation project of the TUCN/
SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group.
Chelonian Research Monographs 5: 243-328.

Vyas, R. (2015). Status of Ganges Soft-shell turtle Nilssonia
gangetica amidst deplorable scenarios in urban wetlands
of central Gujarat State, India. Reptile Rap 17: 12.

Warwick, C. (1991). Conservation of red-eared terrapins
Trachemys scripta elegans: threats from international pet
and culinary markets. BCG Testudo 3: 34-44.

Accepted: 3 November 2018

42 Herpetological Bulletin 146 (2018)



