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Extinction in Our Times: 
Global Amphibian Declines 

James P. Collins and Martha L. Crump 

‘Something is very wrong’. These words are taken 

she was coming to realise that the Dink Frogs, 

the Golden Toad (Bufo periglenes) that had been 

apparent that this was not an isolated incident but 
that similar declines were happening  in anuran 

Tanzania (Kihansi Spray Toads Nectophrynoides 
asperginis), Australia (Gastric Brooding Frog 
Rheobatrachus silus), Canada (Western Chorus 
Frogs Pseudacris triseriata) as well as many 

North American Plethodon genus.
In ‘Extinction in Our Times’ Collins and Crump 

disappearing amphibians were starting to become 

Declining Amphibians Population Task Force 

years since. These groups led the coordination 
and extensive monitoring and research that has 
been taking place ever since, slowly building up 

might be occurring.
Gloomy as its subject matter is I couldn’t help 

collapse in many populations. Understandably 
Batrachochytrium 

dendrobatidis, or Bd) looms over this book, 

and their environments are not ignored however, 
with sections on introduced species, the pet trade, 
pollution and global climate change. Habitat 
loss, therein called ‘land use change’, is covered, 

book as the various scenarios and hypotheses are 

are sometimes tensions within the herp community 

‘Chytrid-thermal-optimum’ hypothesis). 
I was pleased that the book quickly puts to 

in the coalmine’ metaphor, designed to show that 
amphibians are the ideal indicator species to warn 

misleading statement seems to be regularly trotted 
out in any mainstream article about amphibian 
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extinctions when one would actually think the 

enough to grab attention? Fragile and sensitive skin 
notwithstanding, I think a 350 million year tenure 

This is not a despairing book resigned to the 

importantly, not only herpetologists, but also 
experts in many other disciplines such as climate 
change, toxicology, ecology and policy have made 
in documenting current threats and supporting 

the problem and a timely reminder to all that are 
not actually engaged in researching and mitigating 
the issue that this is not a problem that will resolve 

mystery yields another’ – in other words, although 
we have discovered much and made steps toward 

and with it new puzzles to solve. Among these 

on maintaining threatened species in captivity 

some survival). This becomes a problem when 
an amphibian is unable to be reintroduced into a 

stock with immunity or reduced susceptibility.
Anyone with an interest in our planet and 

themselves will be able to see that the title could 

our eyes, not just in one place but across the globe 
– and there is a very good chance that we are at 

amphibians worldwide, but a quietly inspirational 
reminder that there is a major problem. However, it 

This book understandably does not provide 

and extinctions but it certainly illustrates in a clear, 

under way. There have been many papers published 
on amphibian declines in recent years and keeping 
anywhere near up to date has been a tall order. This 
book provides a very welcome synthesis in drawing 

investigation to date. I sincerely hope that a second 

will be a positive one.
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Parasitology in Snakes, Lizards and
Chelonians: A Husbandry Guide.

Paul Schneller and Nikola Pantchec
2008, Edition Chimaira,

‘Parasitology in Snakes, Lizards and Chelonians,
a Husbandry Guide’, by Paul Schneller and Nikola
Pantchec is a 203 page hard-bound text that was

Norden. The reviewer considers this a beginner’s

1. General Parasitology in Snakes, Lizards, and 

Glossary.

correct sampling, quarantine enclosures, terrarium

and recognizing health problems in reptiles.

translation. They are minor points but should be

they are generally good to excellent in quality.

statement made in the text. For instance, the authors

must be agreed between reptile keeper and skilled

drug administration.  
While there is an extensive table

also mentioned within the text but recommended
concentrations and more detail on how they should
be used is needed. Terrariums are commonly used

a terrarium. On page 14, the authors state that

parasites and the resulting parasite-disease can

we see that more and more reptiles are being

are being seen. Some persist and some have even

but in the reviewer’s experience there has overall
been a decline in captive bred reptiles. This is

state that “Reptiles held in captivity are more

trying to make. Possibly what is meant is that wild

Comments in this chapter and

oxyurids on the host may be more speculation than

reptiles. Some clinicians consider them normal

not administer parasiticides to make them oxyurid
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their control is particularly good. However, 
some American products such as Provent-a-Mite
(Pro-Products, www.pro-products.com/) are not 
mentioned.

parasites, internal parasites (helminths), and internal
parasites (protozoa). On page 40, the authors state

(see Chapter 1.4). This is a mistake commonly made
in the medical literature. Disease is a change in

present in the environment, but present in the host.

Rhabdias
and not Strongyloides
been shown side-by-side to exhibit distinguishing

book, arrows should have been added to point to

rather than a reticulated python. One important
parasite missed in this chapter is intranuclear

signs are what we observe in an animal when
doing an examination. Symptoms are subjective
human sensations. On page 169, the authors state
that Entamoeba invadens
are usually asymptomatic. This may be the case

Caryospora
pathogen in sea turtles.

The third section on zoonosis is short and

here and elsewhere throughout the book.

the book. This is a welcome addition. As mentioned

most pertinent terminology.

review understand that I critique written works
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