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We present here a record of leucism in the Italian newt 
Lissotriton italicus. This pigmentary anomaly involves 

partial or total absence of integumentary pigmentation, 
giving an individual a whitish to yellowish appearance, 
but with the eyes retaining normal colouring of the iris 
(Duellman & Trueb, 1994; Henle et al., 2017).

Lissotriton italicus is a tiny salamander (maximum total 
length: females 94.7 mm, males 80.4 mm) endemic to 
central and southern Italy (Scillitani & Tripepi, 2007; Di 
Nicola et al., 2019). With a total length of up to 95 mm 
for the larger females this species is the smallest of the 
European newts (Raffaëlli, 2007). 

On 6 May 2009, during an entomological survey of the Sila 
Mountains (Calabria, southern Italy) (Mazzei et al., 2006)
three leucistic L. italicus (1 male, 2 females) were observed 
in a pond close to the Machinella stream, in the municipality 
of Pallagorio (Province of Crotone, Calabria, southern Italy; 
39° 19’30.67” N, 16° 53’39.97” E). Integumentary pigment 
of these individuals was almost completely lacking on body, 
head, limbs and tail (Fig. 1A). In the same pond and on 
the same date 14 normally pigmented adult specimens (8 
males, 6 females) were observed (Fig. 1B). 

To date there have been reports of albinism and leucism 
in at least 15 species of European salamanders (see Corsini 
et al., 2002; Modesti et al., 2011; Lunghi et al., 2017; Capula 
& Aloise, 2023 for the studied species). However, to our 
knowledge there is currently no record for L. italicus. Thus 
the case we report here is the first documented record of 
leucism for the species.
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Figure 1. Lissotriton italicus from a pond in the municipality of 
Pallagorio (Province of Crotone, Calabria, southern Italy) – A. 
Leucistic adult female, B. Normally pigmented adult male


