Triturus vittatus in southeastern Turkey
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HE distribution of the two southern
subspecies of the Banded Newt, Triturus
vittatus vittatus and T cilicensis, in Turkey has
recently been summarzied by Franzen &
Schmidtler (2000). The authors showed that the
species' currently known easternmost localities
in southeastern Turkey are near Golbast
(Adlyaman province, 37°41'N 37°32'E: T v.
cilicensis) and west of Kilis (Kilis province,
36°49'N 36°53'E: T v. cf. cilicensis). However,
Kennedy (1937) published a far more eastern
locality in extreme northern Iraq, close to the
Turkish border (spring Kuni Sheikh Omar near
Berisa village in Kurdistan, 36°56'N 44°17'E).
This record is somewhat uncertain since it is
unclear, if Kennedy himself had specimens at
hand, as he thanks a Dr. Macfadyen for his
observation. Subsequently, the locality has not
been confirmed by other workers, neither in
northern Iraq nor in directly adjoining
southeastern Turkey. Perhaps for reasons of
reliability, the Iraq record has not been
mentioned by some recent authors (Engelmann,
Fritzsche, Giinther & Obst, 1993; Griffiths,
1996; Arntzen & Olgun, 2000), while others
refer to the species distribution in northern Iraq
(Schmidtler & Schmidtler, 1967; Olgun, Tok,
Arntzen & Tiirkozan, 1997; Borkin, 1999).
I surprisingly collected four specimens of
Triturus vittatus on 21 April 2000, from the
recently dried out riverbed of the Habur cap,
approximately 5 km northwest of Ceytanpinar,
Saniturfa province, southeastern Turkey
(36°52'N 40°00'E) (Fig. 1). Two juveniles (ZSM
921/2000 [22 mm snout-vent length], 922/2000
[24 mm SVL]) and remains of two adults (ZSM
919/2000 [mummified] and 920/2000 [skull and
vertebral column]) were collected from under
stones along small patches where humidity
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remained. The locality lies within an extensive
area of heavily overgrazed steppe, mainly on
limestone with numerous scattered, small stones.
With the exception of small bushes along the
riverbed any higher vegetation was lacking (Fig.
2). The Ceytanpinar area is one of the driest
regions in Turkey, receiving only 300-400 mm
annual precipitation (Hiitteroth, 1982). Other
amphibians and reptiles collected or observed
near the locality are Pelobates syriacus
(tadpoles) and lake frogs (Rana bedriagae or R.
ridibunda) in nearby rock pools, and Mabuya
aurata and Leptotyphlops macrorhynchus on a
dry, rocky slope. In addition, the locality and its
immediate surrondings are known to feature
some thermophilous, desert-dwelling reptile
species (Varanus griseus: Eiselt, 1970; Coluber
ventroinaculcaus: Baran, 1982).
The Ceytanpinar record extends the southern
range of T vittatus in Turkey some 280 km to the
east (as measured from the Kilis record) and
nearly halves the distance between the
Mediterranean distribution area and the Iraqi
record. Previously it appeared that the ranges of
T v villains and T v. cilicensis were restricted
to
the
zone
of
Mediterranean
and
Submediterranean
winter
rains
with
Mediterranean hard-leaf forest (mean annual
precipitation 600-2000 mm: Hiitteroth, 1982).
The Ceytanpinar population is the first
discovered within the climatic zone of the
semihumid steppe forest with Mesopotamian
Artemisia steppe (Mayer & Aksoy, 1986) and
suggests a more extensive distribution in the
upper Mesopotamian plain and along the
southern slopes of the eastern Taurus mountains.
The two juvenile specimens have distinctly
interrupted lower dark lateral bands (6/5
[left/right] and 5/2 interruptions between limbs), a
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Fig. 1. Distribution of Triturus vittatus subspecies in
southeastern Turkey and northern Iraq. Dark hatching:
T v. cilicensis; light hatching: T v. vittatus (see
Franzen & Schmidtler, 2000 for a comprehensive list
of localities). 1 - W Kilis (T v. cf. cilicensis; Franzen
& Schmidtler, 2000). 2 - Cepanpinar (T v. cf.
cilicensis, this work). 3 - Berisa, Iraq (T v. ssp.;
Kennedy, 1937).

condition which is rather typical for T v.
cilicensis (Schmidtler & Schmidtler, 1967;
Atatiir, 1974; Olgun et al., 1997; Franzen &
Schmidtler, 2000). 26 specimens of T v.
cilicensis from the Adana-Mersin area and
Golbas1 examined by Franzen & Schmidtler
(2000) showed a mean of 4.5 interruptions
(mean of left and right body side; SD: 1.62; min.
2.5, max. 9), while 18 specimens of T v. vittatus
from the Syrian Rift Valley had only a mean of
1.0 interruptions (SD: 1.1; min. 0, max. 4.5).
However, since other characters important for a
subspecific attribution (e.g. upper dark lateral
band, tail bands: Olgun et al., 1997; Franzen &
Schmidtler, 2000) could not be examined in
newly collected specimens due to the nonbreeding condition, I only provisionally attribute
them to T v. cilicensis. Franzen & Schmidtler
(2000) reported on a single specimen of T
vittatus from west of Kilis (now ZSM 68/1999)
which they compared to Triturus vittatus
cilicensis, too. The subspecific attribution of this
subadult specimen was based on the broadly
interrupted lower lateral bands with 3/5
interruptions. However, since the Kilis locality
lies very close to the T v. vittatus populations of
the Syrian Rift Valley and identification of single

Fig. 2. Habitat of Tritu•us vittatus cf. cilicensis
northwest of Ceytanpinar (Yanhurfa province, Turkey).

specimens is problematic, the authors referred the
specimen to T v. cf. cilicensis, too. Due to the
unknown morphological variation of the
Mesopotamian plain populations, even a distinct
subspecific status should be considered.
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THE AFRICAN SNAKE BOTHROPHTHALMUS LINEATUS (PETERS, 1863)
BARRY HUGHES
57 Snaresbrook Rd, London, El1 1PQ, UK

HE sacredness of Calcutta cows is well
known, but their public service function in
scavenging rubbish from the streets is not so
widely appreciated. The late Prof. J.B.S.
Haldane was fond of comparing himself to one
of these cows because, he said, in later life he
spent much of his time scavenging and reworking the scientific results of others. Apart
from the proximity of our names in an
alphabetical sequence, scavaging is about all I
can claim to have in common with Haldane. The
work which has evoked this comparison is by
Luiselli et al. (1999) on the - natural history of
Bothrophthalmus lineatus (Colubridae) from the
Port Harcourt region of Nigeria'.
The authors provide hard data derived from a
total of 37 specimens from seven localities along
the Orashi River (ne04.06d4 quarter degree
square) in the eastern part of the Niger Delta,
very near the main course of the Niger through
its delta. They remark that the species is not
recorded from further north at Nsukka or Lokoja
or from further east in the well-studied Calabar
area. The range of B. lineatus is correctly given
as from Guinea in the west to Uganda in the east
but no mention is made of the fact that in
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Cameroon this species is represented by a
unicoloured form, bru nneus (Gunther 1869:
356), treated as a variety by Boulenger (1893:
324), as subspecies by eg. Schmidt (1923) whom
Luiselli et al. cite, but often given species status
by others (eg. Trape, 1985; Meirte, 1993). One
might expect a Cameroonian form to extend
westward into Nigeria as far as the Niger River,
as happens with eg. Cephalophis monticola
(Happold 1996). The form studied by Luiselli et
al. 'is easily recognised by its splendid
colouration: the dorsal livery is bright brown or
black, with one to five yellow to red longitudinal
lines, - -': therefore it is typical lineatus.
As the authors of this recent paper point out,
there is little data on B. lineatus from anywhere
and one of the few comparisons they are able to
make is with the maximum size of their
specimens from Nigeria with the maximum
known from elsewhere. They give the latter as an
unsexed specimen of 1280 mm (Pitman '1938',
in fact 1974:74) from Uganda. However, my
own notes of 63 specimens of lineatus sensu
stricto from throughout the range of the genus
include 14 (22%) exceeding a total length of

